
2008 COBA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

Carla Banks 
Washington Prep 

 
Carla keeps busy in school as Varsity Track and Field Captain, 
Student Body Vice President and a member of Advocacy 
Ladies of the Future.  But she is not too busy to maintain a 3.7 
GPA.   Her choices for college include UC Berkeley, Cal Poly 
Pomona and Mt. Saint Mary. 

 
  Thomas Bassey, Jr. 
    Narbonne High 
 
Integrity, disciplined, and mature are words Thomas’ teacher 
used to describe him. He participates in National Honor 
Society, Speech and Debate and French Club, and maintains a 
3.7 GPA in the Academy of Business Leadership & Excellence. 
He plans to attend Harvard or the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
  Stephanie Dorsey 
       Downtown Magnets High 
 
Stephanie desires to pursue a career in law.  She has begun to 
prepare herself for that career by participating in the Human 
Rights and Political Awareness Club at her school.  She 
maintains a 4.0 GPA and plans to attend Dickinson College. 
 
  Arianne Eason 
        LACES 
 
Arianne’s future goal is to be an ambassador to a foreign 
country or a partner in a law firm dealing in international 
injustices.  She has a 4.2 GPA and plans to attend Scripps 
College, UCLA or Duke 

 
  Azieb Ermias 
           San Pedro High 
 
Born in Eritrea, East Africa has fueled Azieb’s passion to 
become a pediatrician and help children who have no access to 
proper health care.  Azieb maintains a 4.0 GPA and plans to 
attend one of the UC schools. 
 
 
 



  Leslie Grigsby 
           Crenshaw High 
 
Cheerleader, Track and Field, Black Student Union, and Peer 
Counselor are only a few of the many activities that keep Leslie 
busy.  Not too busy, however, to maintain a 3.0 GPA.  She 
plans to attend Bethune Cookman University to become a 
teacher. 
 
  Casmir Jordan 
  University High 
 
Mature, motivated, versatile and passionate are words used to 
describe Casmir.  She uses these traits in her work as a college 
peer counselor and co-president of the senior class.  She 
maintains a 3.8 GPA and plans to attend UC Berkeley. 
 
  Breonna Narcisse 
                Fremont High 
 
Cheer Captain, National Honor Society and Black Student 
Union are activities that Breonna is involved in at her school. 
Her academic achievement has resulted in a 4.2 GPA.  She 
plans to attend UCLA where she will study nursing. 

 
     Eric Nealy 

  Dorsey High 
 
Eric has participated in USC Med-Cor program since the 8th 
grade, volunteered at a medical facility studying AIDS and 
assisted with the Revlon RUN/Walk for Breast Cancer.  He 
maintains a 3.6 GPA and plans to study biology/pharmacy at 
one of the many universities he has been accepted to attend. 
 
  Martina Njoku 
  Gardena High 
 
Varsity basketball, College Peer Counselor, and Academic 
Decathlon are only a few of the activities that shaped Martina’s 
high school career.  Her career goal is to become a lawyer and 
attend either UC Santa Barbara, CSU San Francisco or San 
Diego.  She maintains a 3.2 GPA.  

 
 
 
 



  Christopher Onwuka 
    Westchester High 
 
Christopher’s 4.4 GPA has not only earned him the rank of 
valedictorian of his graduation class, but it will also insure that 
he is successful in his chosen career of medicine at one of the 
many colleges he has been accepted to attend. 
 
 
  Cheyenne Owens 
          Harbor Teacher Prep 
 
Because of her great math skills, Cheyenne was chosen to be a 
tutor in the schoolwide math program.  Her 4.05 GPA has 
earned her the title of salutatorian which she will take with her 
to Washington University to major in computer science. 
 
  Rainie Scott 
         Sherman Oaks CES 
 
Rainie has a passionate interest in preserving our environment.  
She has chosen to pursue studies in environmental science and 
public health.  She is off to Mills College with her 4.0 GPA.  
 
 

ASSOCIATED ADMINISTRATORS OF LOS ANGELES RECIPIENT 
 
Richard Hall 

  Reseda High 
 
A passion for drawing has led to a development of interest in 
architecture for Richard.  He will pursue this career at  either 
Georgia State, Clark or Morehouse.  Despite personal traumas 
in his life, he has maintained a 3.5 GPA. 
 
 

VERGIE SILAS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
 
             Diane Nelson 
         Chatsworth High 
 

When Diane is not studying hard to maintain a 4.1 GPA, she is 
doing volunteer work in child development programs and the 
Lighthouse Christian Center.  She plans to attend Penn State 
and major in medicine. 
 



 
MARY BRACY PATTERSON SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
 
  Brandon Pool 
         Sherman Oaks CES 
 
Of the many activities that Brandon is involved in, music and 
his participation in the jazz ensemble is his favorite.  He has a 
3.3 GPA and plans to attend Lawrence in Wisconsin and major 
in psychology, environmental studies or international relations. 
    
 
PATRICIA J. LYONS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 
  Lorenzo Booth 
     LACES 
 
Captain of the Academic Decathlon Team, founding member 
of the Astronomy Physics Club and Advanced Orchestra are 
activities that make Lorenzo a well-rounded student..  His 3.4 
GPA has earned him acceptance to many colleges where he 
hopes to study astrophysics, government or law. 

 
  Steven Duncan      
  Fremont High 
 
Mature, driven, articulate are words used to describe Steven 
by his school counselor.  Despite a personal tragedy in his life 
he maintains,  a 3.6 GPA and plans to attend Cal State 
Northridge and major in business. 

 
  Gabriel Cortez 
  Marshall High 
 
Gabriel participates in the Poetry Club the performing arts 
programs at his school.  He plans to pursue a career in 
journalism at University of San Francisco.  Ismail maintains a 
3.8 GPA. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brandon James 
  Narbonne High 
 
Punctual, courteous and respectful are qualities that Brandon 
possesses and exhibits in the classroom and out of the 
classroom where he is participates on the Varsity basketball 
team and Black Student Union.  Brandon maintains a 3.4 GPA 
and has been accepted to UC Santa Barbara and Riverside. 
 
 BERNARD PARKS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
 
   Daniel Turner 
            Crenshaw High 
 
Daniel has been a member of Upward Bound for four years 
and a member of the award winning academic decathlon team.  
He plans to attend the University of Wisconsin and major in 
International Relations. 
    
 
 KRANZ PHOTOGRAPHY SCHOLARSHIP 
 
   Mayan Gil 
  USC Math Science Tech High 
 
Mayan has participated in cross country and the swim team, 
but it is his passion for art that makes him want to pursue a 
career in animation.    Mayan maintains a 3.2GPA. 

 
  Aurora Fisher-Kendrick 
          Palisades High 
 
Brittany has a passion for photography and looks forward to 
continuing with that passion as she pursues a career as a 
documentary or commercial photographer  Although she has 
not selected the college she plans to attend, with a 3.5 GPA she 
will have many choices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HUMAN RELATIONS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 
Alliance of Asian Pacific Administrators 
  Shannon Gedo 
     LACES 
 
Shannon participates with the Charity Committee at her 
school which raises funds for UNICEF and Pennies for 
Patients and awareness about issues such as AIDS and the 
injustices in Darfur.   She has also traveled to New Orleans and 
helped to rebuild houses for victims of Katrina. She maintains 
a 4.2 GPA.  
 
Association of Jewish Educators 
  Sean Bolton 
        El Camino High 
Sean is the president of the Blue Ribbon Committee which 
works specifically with promoting inter-group relations.  He 
plans activities such as visits to the local elementary schools 
and assemblies that embrace cultural diversity   He plans to 
attend UC Berkeley or San Francisco State. 
 
Council of Mexican American Administrators 
  Geni Garcia 
    King Drew Magnet High 

 
When Geni is not working on her 3.9 GPA, she is volunteering 
at elementary schools and child care centers teaching students 
about inter-group relations.  On her own campus she 
exemplifies this as she works on activities that celebrate all 
races such as Campus Culture Day.  She plans to pursue a 
career in medicine at UC Santa Barbara. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


